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New Year’s Newsletter 2012

During the previous year, we have had disasters such as earthquakes,
tsunami flood damage, and radioactive contaminations in different parts of
the world. In these difficult times, | believe we have realized once again of
the preciousness and importance of our life and felt a sense of gratitude
towards it.

This year, we have reached the year of the dragon. The dragon is an
imaginary animal made up of characteristics of various species: a deer’s
antlers, acamel’s head, eyes of a demon or a rabbit, a snake’s body, a crab’s
stomach, scales of a fish, an eagle’s claws, tiger arms, ears of a cow etc. In
the olden days, people wished for prosperity, longevity, eternal peace and
security of the world. These prayers had produced an image that had
eventually shaped into a form of a dragon by the artists of that period.

A gallant dragon had represented symbols of happiness.

At Kuonji Temple in Mount Minobu, there are two golden dragons
painted on a black ceiling. These dragons had been painted embodying
the hopes of the people. | have also painted a dragon on the back of this
newsletter while wishing everyone great health, peace and prosperity
for this year.

With Gassho, Hiroshi Yamamoto
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A warm thank you to those who have ordered our mochi-rice cakes,
and also to the volunteers that have helped with the preparation.
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New Year’s Eve 2011: Toronto Nichiren Buddhist Temple co-organized the 35" Annual
Joya no Kane - Year End Bell Ringing event, organized by the Toronto Buddhist Temple
(Jodo Shinshu), at the Ontario Place. Over 100 people gathered at the event. It was a
good opportunity to meet and interact with people, including Nichiren Buddhist families,
and to let them know about our temple.
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Momiji Health Care Society, 3555 Kingston Rd. Scarborough, Ontario.
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¢February Service
Sunday February 5™, 2012:
Buddha’s Pari Nirvana, Birth of Nichiren Shonin, Setsubun-E

The services will be offered by Ryuoh Faulconer Shonin from
The Nichiren Buddhist Sangha of Greater New England, Boston.

¥¢10:30am - Momiji Health Care Society
¥ 2:00pm - Toronto Nichiren Buddhist Church

Momiji’s address (The service will be held in the lounge room on the 9™ floor):
Momiji Health Care Society, 3555 Kingston Rd. Scarborough, Ontario.
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Membership fee reminder

We thank you for your continued,
generous support.

As we will continue to hold our
temple services, those who have not
yet paid the membership fee for
2012 are kindly reminded to do so.

Temple membership:
$10 per month, or $120 per year.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Y The wagesa (surplice) worn by our
members in the pictures below were
donated to our temple by Rev. Kando
Osawa, the head priest of Cho-zenji temple
in Tokyo. The wagesa are worn during the
services.

#Meeting: SUN January 22" 2~3pm
We will be planning our service schedule
for this year. We look forward to seeing
you!




‘Dragon” BY: Hiroshi Yamamoto
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“Chant for Life”

Show your gratitude towards others.

Toronto Nichiren Buddhist Church
-A tcmPlc with the heart of Odaimoku -
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